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Refusing to Be an Exception Anymore:
Women in the Farmers’ Protest

Navkiran Kaur Natt

There has been much written about the farmer’s protest from various
perspectives, and gender is one of them. In this piece, I am going to delineate
that perspective with a premise that this protest is not solely a farmer protest,
but a mass movement led by farmers. Historically, women’s labour has not
been recognized in any sphere, whether domestic, workspace or in public life.
The galaxy of outstanding women in these spaces has broken many barriers
and paved a way to snatch their due recognition, but the social structure has at
most remembered them as exceptions. There is no material ground to do so,
besides patriarchal bias, which always looks at them as an exception. Women
make up more than half of the agrarian workforce, and if we include animal
husbandry, they outnumber men significantly.

Beyond this, what about women who are, let’s say, not from farming families?
In Indian households, running the kitchen has been a women's job and the
essential commodities act amendment, along with increasing fuel prices,
endanger the already-squeezed budget of the majority of the people. It is not
just a question of short or prolonged inflation, but of long run deregulation;
hence, freeing the government from any possible political, or to be precise,
electoral repercussion. This altogether makes a case that everyone is going to
be affected invariably by these laws, and as social structure goes, women will
have to shoulder the bigger share of this burden, even in non-farming
families.

Like landless labourers and workers, women are also present in large numbers
in the protest, but even more of them are back home, taking care of the
everyday work at home and in fields, so that, unfortunately, relatively more
men could be at the protest sites. Women’s absence has to be read structurally,
not merely by numbers there. Even their absence is facilitating the
mobilization, it is not an endorsement but acceptance of rather sad reality.

Looking at the protests from this perspective, along with the farmer leaders
like Kavita Kuruganti, Jasbir Kaur Nat, Sukhwinder Kaur and Harinder Kaur
Bindu, or workers’ leader Nodeep Kaur, who has a long history of organizing
and protesting on issues of farmers, laborers, Dalits and women’s rights, gives
us a sense of women’s stake, as well as their participation in this mass
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movement. Their recognition as prominent leaders has only made the
movement more credible and more reflective of the farming workforce. These
leaders have been on the streets, and some even in the jail numerous times,
long before this historic struggle started. In fact, they are the building blocks
of one of the biggest ever protests in recorded history. As the long history of
peasant organizing informs us, there are no overnight leaders, it is just the
media and outside world that could no longer ignore them anymore.

I have personally witnessed the hard-fought struggles led by union farmer
issues for decades, and my own engagement with various people’s movements
in the last 15 years has shown that there is no way forward but struggle -- as
woman, as landless, as farmer, as Dalit and as worker -- there is no alternative.
It is such a historical juncture that gives us a validation to our long-hold belief
that one day people will realize and take up these issues. There are many
everyday activities that we see that give us glimpses of gender-equal futures.
Men cooking is a rare thing but even rarer is their conversation about it that,
even momentary, recognizes the domestic labor and their apathy towards it. A
man, while cooking says to another, “Veere, 1 used to go home at odd hours
and wake up my sleeping wife to demand that she make a meal for five
people. It didn't seem hard then. Now I know what it means to cook for five.”
It goes beyond photo-ops.

When the Chief Justice of India remarked on women being “kept” at protest
sites, it was just a brute reminder of patriarchy which resonates equally from a
faraway countryside field to the echelon of Supreme Court. The temporary
settlements at different protest sites tell a story the patriarchy has been afraid
to hear and see. Women’s presence there — in leadership, in logistics, in
mobilization, in singing and sloganeering, in addressing media, running
libraries and schools, in producing newsletters, and more, with an ease. The
women refuse to be an exception here. That is the story that rattles the status
quo of existing institutions. One such story is of Akbari, who has walked for
11 days, from Bathinda, Punjab to the Tikri protest site at the Haryana-Delhi
border, in solidarity with the movement. Though landless, Akbari said that
when the land is taken over by the corporates, their dream of owning land will
also be snatched. She echoes the strong sentiment which puzzles many. The
landless, however hard it seems, still sees their present condition as better than
corporate takeover. It is this and many similar apprehensions that led to such
mass mobilization.

Nodeep Kaur, a labor activist from Mazdoor Kisan Sangathan has been
protesting for workers” wages near the Singhu protest site at Delhi’s northern
border with Haryana, when she was arrested in January and she is still behind
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bars, facing custodial violence. The movements are an important juncture to
also recognize people like Nodeep, who have been silently fighting for
people’s rights when no media or common people were around to see and
support them, except the State hounding them. It has to become part of our
consciousness to recognize these battles that slowly build bigger movements.

Beyond this, I have been at the protest since day one, and along with a few
young people, we started a newsletter Trolley Times that has established itself
as one of the most reliable sources of ground reporting and updates about the
movement across the world. Our editorial team has always made sure that the
intersectionality of the participants is reflected in our coverage, whether its
gender, caste, class or region. In a way, women are not waiting for a platform,
but creating platforms, not for self but for the whole movement. They are not
separate from the movement, they are the movement.

This movement is giving us a historic opportunity to recognize women
farmers, a long due demand, and if a mass movement such as this can achieve
this successfully, it can be emulated in other spheres as well. Also, this
movement seeks to recognize the gender disparity in domestic and farming
labor with a dual strategy of equal work distribution, equal pay, and land
rights, as well as the due recognition. If the movement demands this sincerely,
then yes it is a revolution in making!

Bio-note:

Navkiran Natt is a student-youth activist and researcher who works between
Punjab and Delhi. She is trained as a dentist and later completed her Masters
in Film Studies from Ambedkar University, Delhi. She works on transnational
Punjabi migration and its reflections in Punjabi popular culture. She also did a
podcast series on the health implications of the Green Revolution in Punjab.

Editors’ Note:

See also: From Dentist to Activist: Meet a Tenacious Woman Protesting at
Tikri Border, by Rohit Kumar, March 12, 2021.
(https://thewire.in/rights/navkiran-natt-dentist-activist-farmers-protest-tikri-
border)

A Punjabi translation of the article follows on the next page.
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fas »iess feg Hfga »iuse &dl I »ig3t € faRerdt

fara Fugn €9 Su-3y et 3 973 g3 fafimr famr 3 w3 f8ar uzr Bt
fed ffq J1 fom Jy = 7de o Tac wdet I fq fea Higa fammat fedu
g3fa famrst <t wigrer feg i femrs Bfag J1 fefsam feg »igst <t fags &
H&3T &dl fot aret 90 B9 wdg =, o <t gf '3 I 013 7 fad A&3a Hies
291 3 fAgd wia3t & »iud Ut Tt Fefial 37 3 M 89 wiuSt g ¥
yfgere FEfU3 S5t 3 Ud mfad B9 3 8t § »iue® e W i3t J1 wfar
e fqR UETIEd MUTT IJd 61 JfenT g8fd fiI3dere 7Y 9dd Jt Jer i faar
J1| »ig3t fagrret feg Haet ® MR &% e 12 o I8 I8 3 7 il ug
UBE ¥ ofH § <t HHS BEle 31 B fad3 g Haw! § <t ugraei I& |

fom 3 fewrar, @t wigst 919 ot 7 faArst ufgergt f&d wdt? 373t wat feg »igst
& W™ g9 fAgg Iaet 3q It HfH3 It AT I »12 &< UA o3 gt @nst
R a6 w3 &S o BIrsd 0 Iahit 359 Tt St S feawt A
e & Ufgsst 3 war3rg ufe IR 01 39 S BEt @ et u3d ¥ g 3T |
feg fiige B2 A B9 7 & HiJaret @ Ao odl, 98fa »ifsuiz3sT @ 7es J,
H AJad § fan < Farfe3 IralEa At 9 a3ttt 3 »ime aae J1 TR 3 98
e 3 fog Uz Bamr I fa st ardat 3 93 et ygifes I=am, w3 983 AHfaa
T © Y3E fon 9% w1 <31 {7 »igst § g9 u_dn, I €9 dio-famat
yfgergt fed I<|

YIS HEdt i1, »igst €t <3t farest fes fon Hugm fes Hge Is ua GR 3 <
<1 fare3t <9 »igst g wa-g79, 93 13 IA-Ha' ® oW A Idt I&; fAm
99 IBEBH 39 '3 UGN a3t g wrent fer Hwam 9 A J Ao 7% |
gt <t Jgamdt § A Higa wiafan fieg & T 7, I Heds © ufdly feg
Ty Trder J1 Bt < I Tt & TR fe9 €9 WaeTs © 9t 3 »iE feg
U B TEL I8 &1 98f foq Tuw Teta3 < weifgt J1

Aad »iH! oA ufqdy &1% 2te 3t J&i31 3gaist, ArEld od &3, Tufed od »i3
Jfded od fig TId1 fammes wrgpt 7f Heed! € wirg &< o4, frigt T fara,
Heed!, TfE3T %13 »d3t © wifgarat © Wit 3 Bai § AAfe3 g6 »3 #iSs
3% fee @ I fef3am faar 3, Ag fon A6 »iess feg »igst Teerdt w3
Baat & fdredt T wifgAr =9 Yy 33 e 8gF & et vt & fom
B § TUJ FIHUAI 3T gt J I, % A 8 T IH T B % faaz @
»HE Yifde & U 137 I fog »irg fon fef3ama Awam »ids Jd< 3 943
Yfgst 3 et Trd wiue It el AZS 3 08 I8 M3 e 91 1% fed < 9 IS |
o8 3 fq fog »in 39 © i3 fef3om © A9 3 <3 »idss © 2 © Hy »ig UEg
IS | faAa-Heed Hudnt € A fef3am Tiqr, feast (89 At & 913 913 nirgy &t
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Ja1, g 3t fiadg a1 3 & High »13 argdt wiem fegat § J9 aad »ied &dt
Jd A |

N &t 33 3 foas gatist ©ardr fuss et Tafat 3 B3 7 JJ famat
Hurgrt & 336 A I ni3 fUsd 15 7wt TIs Y-y Jat it Bfaat &8
NSt Myt 7 & fog Tamfen I fd W Bt J% HWIH FI6 I I gt g
IJ &t J, I §9 fed »ig3 I, ¥ piide g, fams, Tfgs, 7 adt &
faast fam o et T feqmy adt| feg wifaar fefsama Har IR AR e AN 3
A A II femem § YHfeast Yors g3ar J fa i foa B i It €t 3 3t
¥< & HigHA d9&d! w3 BAT fusTg B ¥ Iadl fars »idss © vied dama
it gg3 Adt IiStfettnt QU & tHaEt & far 3 wd Bq fdar edrad
3y <t 389 aHI WIET 1wt T Y ygrEET 713 wH T e ¢t Sy
& e I ug €R 3 & We Ty § et 9 8Jat fegara ferm a9 & digems, 7
WIG fqa3 »13 fom Y3t Gt <t Qemitasr § Tamg<h A1 ffq niet yrer 1=
™ g Ifder J, <9, H It 99 9= & wd 7 w3 My w3 It U3t §
T o Hdl 3% I §I U Sat &t wreT yae | ufast fog oH HHaS adl Amuer
HI UF I 7 »iry It U@t et 3t u3T Sfamr fq U Sat Bt 3
YT T ot H3BE J1" fod fadhut Iist 22 et o3 9 feure 3 993 W3 Ia |

< 9193 © dig Arfer & Hugn feg St »igst § €8 Ja A <t foudt o=,
3t fog fige Yyane W3 €t foq 339 7t 17 713 2 © U femfoni 3 8
 FUIH dge 3F I99d &adt Udt J1 <8 49 Nafeut 3 IfaT BEt o3
WHETE SegA3 Mind! FITSt TAT 6 fiA & fI3an3T Hes w3 Sue 3 <t 39+t
J1 fegat Hafgnrt 13 »igst <t vigedh - Bizafi, Sfaafean, snEd 335, Bt
T Ji3 8T »3 a0 BIrET, HishT § Haus I9s, Sfegdt »3 AgS
THRE, »yEd dEe 2 I I g T3 A Afga 31 wigst 8 e 9 3
femardt Ia | fodt aaret 3 |/ AUz mafae g it 73t fawt it 31 wifach
3t foq Faret wiggdt € I, 1 famms »ikss © miges feg 863, YA 3 11 fos
UTs 39 &8} feadt Naw 9 Ut asifa wiggdt mHitd ufged f9 3 ug
73 faar fa 7 wits It araudet enrar Ifamrn wet Aedtt, 37 8t © s <
WSS 936 T HUST < YH ARdT | »agdt 8% Irearet § Tamiel J 7 943
@wgﬁwaﬁlﬁﬁawmﬁamﬁﬂa@wéﬂ)ﬂ%@aw
AESt § SrdUde 2ated a8 fad3d AHER 98| wifadt It §g3 Adet I
FresTet 3 fdgrel g6 3 ikt <t wnaddt w1 args gt 76 |

JEY od, HAed fars Haes < ffa Hagd 9dds, § A As<dl, 2021 fe9
fae3a 131 fam €2 B fify M99 R 33 Hared! o Brd3t B¢t fedu years
JJ It 7t »i3 T »ia = faams &g vt {9 = AroHE 99 Idt J1 wifid
MBS AT TIJ AWTHHIS Bt § HTK3T €< Bel < 993 HI3<Yd<E I8, A
£ @ Hhudn 93 39 I¢ Ts 7T I8 g 7 v BT €F § DY A WIS
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A IIII IR, T TR 333 i QUds A s feg Juor 3, Qo B A gu gy
Bt 2 JIq1 Bt B3R 3| fogst Augnt § usteat AEt 9361 © fJAT ge&t grdier
3, 7 »id T8 3 St Bfaat @1 gu Uds 99 ¥R IS |

fon 3 fogre W ufaR fea 3 for Fugm o {37 I ni3 »ifl 33 3t d g
2T T s B feBaded & manm3 i3t J 7 i feme 339 fe fen
WSS g9 THiat fauafdar w3 »u3e ¥ T8 A3 3 IInHE A3 <1 HEU3
Jfenm 1 Wt Ayt I & It feg Afewfas 99s <t Afim i3t 9 fa
YagHaaTdt &t »i3grarsT AEt gedn/fqudfdal i<u 334 3 g fdar 9= =
7, 2941 3 fewran| foq 3q1 a1 »ig3t fan Useear & 831a &l o9 It
A MS YBeeTdH »iy Jt 33 ag It I5, 1 fa des Bgf Bt & Jd
At Bfgd Bt 321 Ba for Hugn 3 < adt 95, 8fa Ba @ »my 38 g
HUIH T5 |

feg »ie®s A fams »igst § Hia31 2 @ g fefsama Har = faar J fanst
Ha1 91t 889 AN 3 I »i3 A for 391 <t e Bfaa frg dH Aes3yded 94 fesd
J, 3t ferg I3 939t i[9 & <afznm A1 Aaw 31 &8 ¢, fog »id®s v <t garag
<3, 9d79d 384d M3 A mitdTgl € 378 378 93¢ I W3 WIG M3 farat
2 o3 T SBfaa 3ege o 9ig <& agwr J1 A fra »ivss fogt Jist < forraerdt
&8 Ha1l ga9e 3, 3t It feg g izt <t g3 A1

eg-3:

&efads &3 B fefenrad-uer araga w3 ¥A9d3T J fAneT 919d 839 UAe
73 eS8t J1 Ba U =1 <t < 31aed I w3 gmie 9 BH3 »igTad galedfidt,
gt 3 fewn ST K9 "2, & f3ardt ofis izt 89 wizgamedt Ut
Yge »i3 Yardt Wysd 98494 g for © it 3 o1 33<t J1 §7d I8 <
feg Uarg f&g gt qi=t = a3 ygret €3 Uzame s & &5t Ji

Translation by:
Suchetna Singh and Navkiran Natt
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